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There were also many other stories as Alcala was a 
place where important Spanish kings and queens, 
Holy Roman emperors were born or resided, as 
well as writers, Christian theologians known not 
only in Spain but throughout the world. 

 

The participant of the project visited most of these historical places 
as well as museums during the first and the second day of the 
meeting. On the third day of the visit they also visited Madrid 
sightseeing palaces, gardens, monuments, squares, cafeterias, shops, 
streets and long avenues together with street performers of the big 
cosmopolitan city. 

 

It was the place where Christopher Columbus first 
met with a royal family to decide on the financing 
of the travel which later became the discovery of 
America. 
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Meeting in the City of CervantesMeeting in the City of CervantesMeeting in the City of CervantesMeeting in the City of Cervantes

This time old and would-be friends of project BASE totally made 8000 
kilometres to meet in the beautiful ancient city 
heritage site of UNESCO in the premises of Madrid, Spain. The meeting 
took place in the very end of September, 2014.

In the morning of the first day of the meeting the
welcomed by the coordinator of the Spanish partner and the art director of 
the project, the art director of the hosting party 
“City of Alcalá” Vicente Arino as well as by Maria Dolores Caban
Councillor for Culture of the City of Alcala an
Head of the Territorial educational programs of the Eastern region of 
Madrid and the Technical advisor to European educational programs, 
Inmaculada Reguero. They told how important such cultural and 
educational programmes for Alcala. The hosts showed their artistic faculties 
in making films as the guests had opportunity to watch videos about BASE 
in Bialystok mastered by them. After that they had opportunity to see 
graphics exhibitions in the building of old hospital of Santa Ma
which is one of many culture centres in Alcala now.

The pariticipants went to sightseeing of Alcala de Henares later. 
not only learn that Alcala is the birthplace of famous Miguel de Cervantes, 
the writer of world-famous “Don Quixote” (bestseller even in his times) but 
also had an opportunity to visit the house where he was born

Besides that Alcala was multicultural city from ages as Muslim, Jewish and 
Christian communities coexisted here peacefully for many years. There was 
a sense of making some journey through multicultural places by the help of 
BASE for those participants who were visiting Bialystok also, as we heard a 
lot about multicultural history in Bialystok previously. Alcala is the oldest 
University campus town in Europe. It’s another interesting coincidence if 
you get to know that Bialystok, Ankara and Kaunas are also important 
centres of education and cities of universities in their count
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be friends of project BASE totally made 8000 
kilometres to meet in the beautiful ancient city Alcala de Henares, world 
heritage site of UNESCO in the premises of Madrid, Spain. The meeting 
took place in the very end of September, 2014. 

In the morning of the first day of the meeting the participants were 
by the coordinator of the Spanish partner and the art director of 

the project, the art director of the hosting party – Foundation Orchestra 
“City of Alcalá” Vicente Arino as well as by Maria Dolores Cabanas, 
Councillor for Culture of the City of Alcala and Francisco Velardo Guillen, 
Head of the Territorial educational programs of the Eastern region of 
Madrid and the Technical advisor to European educational programs, 
Inmaculada Reguero. They told how important such cultural and 

lcala. The hosts showed their artistic faculties 
in making films as the guests had opportunity to watch videos about BASE 
in Bialystok mastered by them. After that they had opportunity to see 

hospital of Santa Maria la Rica, 
which is one of many culture centres in Alcala now. 

went to sightseeing of Alcala de Henares later. “We did 
not only learn that Alcala is the birthplace of famous Miguel de Cervantes, 

(bestseller even in his times) but 
also had an opportunity to visit the house where he was born”. 

Besides that Alcala was multicultural city from ages as Muslim, Jewish and 
Christian communities coexisted here peacefully for many years. There was 

multicultural places by the help of 
BASE for those participants who were visiting Bialystok also, as we heard a 
lot about multicultural history in Bialystok previously. Alcala is the oldest 
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The performers really felt commit for the best of the show as it was given in “Teatro 
Salon Cervantes” – beautiful XIX century theatre where dramas and operas are 
continuously offered, many festivals and institutional awards take place, one of two 
main theatres in Alcala. 

The theatre admitting some 500 spectators was nearly full. Orchestra “City of Alcala” 
was welcomed very warmly by them as it was already very famous there. Similarly the 
partners were welcomed. During the country performance of Polish you could hear the 
hall singing “Hej, Sokoly” (“Hey falcons”, famous patriotic Polish song) in Polish. There 
were a large Polish community in Alcala and they were actively interested in their 
countrymen arrival. People also sang “Besame mucho” and “La paloma” in Spanish 
while Lithuanian singers presented Lithuanian versions of them. “They didn’t expect 
such a support as they were also thanked in the streets. 

While very lively and incendiary show of Turks was met with bursts of applause and 
similar counter-reaction. 

Events 

As well as previously in Bialystok, meeting in Alcala was not only performances, rehearsals, cultural events and workshops but 

also full of “unofficial” events. One should not probably forget of many songs, dances other kinds of performances that were 

presented by participants in non-scheduled manner during common dinners, lunches and just out in the streets. You would hear 

and see unique improvisations, unbelievable solos and unexpected group performances there! Such things could happen as the 

meeting passed in very friendly and cooperative atmosphere with no barriers of age, culture, nationality and few barriers of 

language would be also often broken there. It was good the farewell dinner took place on the second day of the meeting as people 

felt happy they could still see their new and old friends during the next day. Besides seeing ritzy place “Casino de Alcala”, having 

substantial Spanish meals and celebrating the certificates of mobility the participants could also get to know the big organization 

of Foundation Orchestra “City of Alcala” better as we’ve met the President of the Foundation Jose Francisco López as well as 

Vicepresident Oscar Ayala there. 

The focus of the interest of the participants was the performance. Regardless that performances during the first meeting in Bialystok 
were really successful, the next try was also a thrill for the participants as many of them came for the first time to the project of 
BASE, also different programmes were prepared to show. 

This time even 5 musicians from Turkey (all for the first time) joined Spanish orchestrates with 4 national instruments (different 
than previously) to play “Ceremonial march of Turks”. Lithuanians for the first time joined Polish singers to sing the final song of the 
common performance “Los gavilanes”. Polish and Lithuanian performers renewed their country programmes largely while Turks 
presented totally new country programme and songs for the common performance. 

For the second time the art director firmly took the reins of rehearsal in his hands and the preparations for the show were conducted 
successfully. The coordinators of the partners had also their job to do – their meeting about project management issues was held 

before the rehearsal. 

 

Teatro Salon Cervantes 
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Concerts 

 

Rehearsals 


