Geneva Convention & Protocol
The United Nations Convention of 28 July 1951
relating to the status of refugees, as amended
by the New York Protocol of 31 January 1967.

GLOSSARY

Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees
A Convention that establishes the most widely
applicable framework for the protection of
refugees. The Convention was adopted in July
1951 and entered into force in April 1954.
As of April 2015, there are 148 States who are
parties to one or both of the 1951 Convention and
the 1967 Protocol.
Dublin Convention
Convention determining the EU State responsible
for examining applications for asylum lodged in
one of the EU States.
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A brief compilation of common terms on migration.
To establish a better understanding, it is important
to remember the collection of terms having the
same or close meaning.

Irregular Movement of Refugees

The phenomenon of refugees or asylum-seekers
moving illegally from a first country of asylum, in
order to seek asylum or permanent settlement in
another country.

Protection
Refugee

a person who,
- owing to a well-founded fear of being persecuted
for reasons of race, religion, nationality, political
opinion or membership of a particular social group,
is outside the country of nationality and is unable or,
- owing to such fear, is unwilling to avail himself
or herself of the protection of that country, or
- a stateless person, who, being outside of the
country of former habitual residence, is unable or,
owing to such fear, unwilling to return to it.

Migrant

Persons who leave their countries of origin purely
for economic reasons, or in order to seek material
improvements in their livelihood.

Asylum

The grant, by a State, of protection on its territory
to persons from another State who are fleeing
persecution or serious danger. Asylum encompasses
a variety of elements, including non-refoulement,
permission to remain on the territory of the asylum
country, and humane standards of treatment.

Asylum-Seeker

An individual who is seeking international protection.
- In countries with individualized procedures, an
asylum-seeker is someone whose claim has not yet
been finally decided on by the country in which he
or she has submitted it.
- Not every asylum-seeker will ultimately be
recognized as a refugee, but every refugee is initially
an asylum-seeker.

A concept that encompasses all activities aimed at
obtaining full respect for the rights of the individual
in accordance with the letter and spirit of human
rights, refugee and international humanitarian law.
Protection involves creating an environment conducive
to respect for human beings, preventing and/or
alleviating the immediate effects of a specific pattern
of abuse, and restoring dignified conditions of life
through reparation, restitution and rehabilitation.

Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict

Structures and policies developed by the UN, States
and other humanitarian actors, and based in
international humanitarian law, human rights and
refugee law, to protect vulnerable populations from
the effects of armed conflict, ranging from the most
immediate priorities of minimizing civilian casualties
to more long-term priorities of promoting the rule of
law and security, law and order within a State.

Complementary Protection

Formal permission, under national law or practice,
to reside in a country extended by that country to
persons who are in need of international protection
even though they do not qualify for 1951 Convention
refugee status.

Temporary Protection

An arrangement developed by States to offer protection
of a temporary nature to persons arriving en masse from
situations of conflict or generalized violence, without
prior individual status determination.

International Refugee Law

The body of customary international law and
international instruments that establishes standards
for refugee protection. The cornerstone of refugee
law is the 1951 Convention and its 1967 Protocol
relating to the Status of Refugees.

Non-Refoulement

A core principle of international refugee law that prohibits
States from returning refugees in any manner whatsoever
to countries or territories in which their lives or freedom
may be threatened. The principle of non-refoulement is a
part of customary international law and is therefore
binding on all States, whether or not they are parties to
the 1951 Convention.

Refugee Camp

A plot of land temporarily made available to host refugees
fleeing from an armed conflict in temporary homes. UN
Agencies, particularly UNHCR, and other humanitarian
organizations provide essential services in refugee camps
including food, sanitation, health, medicine and education.
These camps are ideally located at least 50 km away
from the nearest international border to deter camp raids
and other attacks on its civilian occupants.

Resettlement

The transfer of refugees from the country in which they
have sought refuge to another State that has agreed to
admit them. The refugees will usually be granted asylum
or some other form of long-term resident rights and, in
many cases, will have the opportunity to become
naturalized citizens. For this reason, resettlement is
a durable solution as well as a tool for the protection of
refugees. It is also a practical example of international
burden- and responsibility-sharing.

Transit Camp

An area, with at least overnight facilities, where refugees
are gathered prior to moving on to a more permanent
settlement.

Country of Origin

The country that is a source of migratory flows (regular or
irregular).
The country or countries of nationality or, for stateless
persons, of former habitual residence.

